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THE WONDERFUL ADVENTURER. 



CHAPTER I. 



DesoHpHon of ^oMma*s Hmae — ^rodueHon of Hermlf 

and Parent i0 the Reader ^^ Ami Aubreif ^^ Si/tddcfi 

CulamUy'^Tlm T\do Brothere and Lewis Mortimer — 

Jntrodueiion of her IMcJe^ and the Great Change in Fo^r 

. linage Lj^e* 

Header, are you a lover of Nature ? And do you 
behold with pleasure the wonderful works of creation, 
where the hand of Art has made no claims ? Then 

follow me to the quiet and pleasant village of S -, 

and visit there the Mountain Glen, and you will see 
one of the loveliest places which Nature ever formed, 
and which stands unrivalled for its beauty, in this great 
land of wonders. 

Before introducing you to the leading charactj^rs 
whose history will form the principal part of this 
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\<''ork, I shall endeavor to give a faint description of 
tiie beautiful scenery which this place commands. 

It is situated in the northern part of Massachusetts, 
not far from tbe.C/Oiii^oUeiil RiFe^ wdlpi^h flaws on in 
its winding course through the valleys, among the 
hills, until it falls, like a rush of mighty waters, into 
its deep basin below. 

AJotig ihi^ b&mirs may W, twn fte tntf^ cmt$^, 

scattered here and there among the valleys, almost 
concealed from view by the deep embowering shade 
of the forest whioh s urround s th^in > - The traveller, 
as he ascends a more elevated spot, will behold an 
extensive range of mountains, as far as the eye can 
penetrate the distaMe. Anti^^^iis Contemplating the 
scenery before him, outstretched on Nature's broad 

sp6^ tefermd W«.t >lli# ope^ftji^ ^^f '^y ^off. 

It "fr^ k Idviftl^ nkWiihg-te J%ife, to§ ^^^tm slowly 
and! bfeautifhily rose* in tbe fctei&'hfeayeni^ ^reading out 
his sheet of golden light over the broad -^^nopy of 
heaven, ^a^teruig with -the mating influence of hi;| 
rays the heav,y mii^t .and fog which lay spread over 
the valleys of S - — u Thei^e ^a, s<^en^ of. rare loveli- 
ness w^s spread ^ out to view — rich l^ifidgcapes and 
sloping meado^vs,^ clothed in grecQ, waving their heavy 
bjarden,,in the morning breeze. Tl^e dew 4aj heavily 
upon thiB earth, and the ^hick foliage of the trees, 
sparkled with the glittering dewdrops bowing their, 
branches beneath ^ts ^veight. 

Nought was heard save the g^i^Ue murmuring pf, 
the waters. Which flowed at the foot of the Mountain 
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tSlen. Sparkling streams pursued their silent wajr, 
bordered by stately trees whose glittering foliage hung 
heavy with the dew of the mornings and bent .their 
graceful leaves to meet the rippling wave which flowed 
beneath their l)ranches. ^The lofty oak rose in ?i\ its 




majesty, and spread its towering limbs around, a« if to 
protect the merry group which had collected under its- 
shade, to ixihale the fresh, bceeze of the morni^. 

A short distance. from th^ mountam, on the western 
side, there was erected a ijiagnific^nt dwelling, called 
the Cottage of the, Mountain Glen. Beautiful ,aijd . 
romantic. W8(8 this place, to a lover t^i nature, as he 
stood upon the lofty hills, and could see the blue 
wreath curling up. from thp white, cott^e, ,neady 
hidden from view by the thick foliage of the trees 
Which surround it. ^ . 

^On approaching nearer this lovely spot, could be 
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seen a winding pathway, overhang with the branchef 
of the willow, which grew on either side, leading 
from the cottage to the mountain., Still further on 
could be seen the cultivated gardens, forming a strik- 
ing contrast with the waving groves around, and ren-. 
dered still more beautiful by the lofty hills and moun- 
tains, which overlooked the vall^s below. 

The arrangement of the grounds and the architecture 
of the buildings, all exhibited evidences of the superior 
taste of the owner. And when standing on the rising 
eminence, and gazing upon the beauties of this roman- 
tic place, we could but think that it was indeed the 
abode of happiness ; and surely it was so, for here 
resided the beautiful heroine of my story, whoip I 
will introduce to you as Fostina Woodman, one who 
was destined to become the woi;ider and admiration 
of all that knew her. 

Here, in the cottage of the Mountain Glen, dwelt 
this lovely maideQi in quiet and ^aceful seclusion, 
with her father, three brothers, and an elderly aunt, 
who, for many yesurs, had been an inmate of the 
family. 

Mrs. Woodman, one of ^he loveliest of wom^n, 
beloved by all that knew her for her mildness and 
amiable disposition^ had died after a long illness, leav- 
ing Fostina, her only daughter, when but five years 
old, to the care of her sister, who then took charge of 
the family. 

TSIr. Woodman had, in tiis early, life, been a trades- 
man, possessing some property left him. by his father ; 
he invested the amount in goods, and prosperity 
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crowned his efforts with success beyond his greatest 
expectations. He continued in his business until he had 
accumulated what he thought necessary to complete 
his happiness, and ihen returned to his native village, 
where he offered his hand dhd fortune to Postina 
Aubrey, the daughter of an honest gardener, who 
consented to their union. 

Accompanied by his youthful bride, Mr. Wood- 
man started for the far west, to »Bek out a home for 
himself and loving wife in some secluded vale, where, 
in peace and quietness, he might pass the remainder of 
his days. 

After travelling a great distance from the land of his 
nativity, he arrived at the village of S - 
stopped to survey the surrounding country. 



, where he | 



On one' 

side it was rough and mountainous, solitary and wild, ] 
'while, on the opposite, could be seen cultivated fields 
beautifully variegated with cottages and waving for- 
est^. Still .farther on, he beheld a lofty mountain 
Bboiit a mile from thi village, which it overlooked, 
together with aA extensive range df country, present- 
ing a variety of teautiful scenery. ' Here he selected 
a place to erect his dwelling, and called it the 
Mountain Glettj where, for many years, he lived in 
possession of health and happiness. But alas, • 

How oft d(kb soTTOw cqme I 

Consumption, that awful syren, had etitered 'this 
joyous home of Mr. W#odmaR,andp' marked hir lovely 
wife for its prey ; and although many years elapsed 
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before it effected its workji 7?^ he |¥ell knew what 
would be the result. 

Pain and distress had wrepked .hey feeble frame, and 
dimmed tjie lustre of ^^r pnce spai^lii)|^ eyes ; her step 
was feeble^ her voice grew .^eak, and .{soon her gentle 
spirit took its flight to a fairer and brighter world, 
leaving %Q hqr bei?eav^d husband four children, the 
youngest their only d?iughter. With joy the father 
saw that, she partook in a^reat degree of her mother^is 
. gentle spirit. This gave hope and consolation to the 
now almost heart-broken parent, who, as he looked 
upon his child, saw the perfect jesemblance of. her 
djBparted mother. 

On the death of Mrs. Woodman, she gave up the 
pbargiB of her children to her sister, who watched over 
them with all a mother'jS kindness; wit|i. careful atten- 
tion she reared the tender pli^s left to her eare by 
her departed sister. ^ f 

Fostina spkon completed her twelfth year, and hejr 
father with pleasure witnessed the growiig intellect 
,of^ his child, and th^, superior talex^sswhich ^h^ pos- 
s^gsed. He b^towed ijipoa. ho^ a jj^^eral education, 
an^ was fulty r^warde4 fo« his. labors as, he beheld, 
with ^astoni^hxwpnt, the rapid pr^esa of his lovely 
daughter. 

Nbr was Airtn Atftrey 'le^ii j^^iM, as she saw her 
fair charge in all her youthful beauty, possessing her 
^j^tlwfj'f^gfinl^e naturfyioyejy in mmi wd person, 

yearsJ rolled on in quick succession, and our lovely 
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heroine had reached her uin^teei^|\ y/^fur, l>e|0!(red c^. 
a^ir^d hy ^1 who l^new, h^, 4iflf»«ng Jave md 
happiaessmroujMJl So ;8H ;that w^p(j |[>iafa994 UriUi bin; 
presence, ; . 

4.t tlji^ .QonweijPi^^ i>f .my f$fiT% tom Wyeifi 
morning, she was seate^ j^f^i^^^i^ # ^ti^C^^ pfikt^itlii 
Her br^the^f^, ajad .JjiO^ia [f/lotivm^fB. p6i^^ a. g^mie- 
man residing xnAh^ village^ ^hp ^J^ad.evQ? becni a^con* 
stant visitor a^d welcome ;guest Mt A^ W-oadman& 
4n it^tiipacy.h^d hy d^gfecs gjadii^iy.gcowa ap W. 
t we^n, tb^m, and he ha^ ^ow beqoine ^tf iipst jl; aoDstailt . 
member qf the fHwi^. Lewis had i<Hag ftUi<t^sftoDg- 
ajtta^hmeut toijifaf^ ^o^ti^ia, .fipii sj^tf^jlQcr) -irufi i»ii 
i^qrwt.qif thefeeliog wbicht ejcis^^ed i^tlBire^tl. tbewu' 
^he h$ui ^ut a .feiAt r^qoHecttiw . frf lier mortiac,. 
although her. fjai\h^T h^ pftea iofti^^sted ttpoa hw! 
youthful lu^^ ^ ji^emembrAQ^ of oi» sd Goodly 
cbprjghed iii ^hi^ na^p[Ki|i;y. - , 

■ Fostina had ueev^r ^^p^r^^o^d iptioh, ^ ihi» wori^B»^ 
^rrow J Jl^ m^MWs? ^ Im s^ftiJcU^ig ojFe and *dy* ; 
ous countenance spoke the true 4^4^ pf ithe teidi; 
withii?u JProm her vwf^cy :^e bed be« .^**dted in 
the l?Lome pf i«i4!%^W^r «!pd feae^rei Mtaf careiai^G 
attwt,ipn .from A^iOjt ,^\^T^y^ wbfch » fonil andthwr.: 
cpulcl ^s^pA^, ^i|d,^he r4^e|e£^ ^ tPM her logg.' 
Her.fathftf^ toojjbaf^ devc^t^ bh^.^ fcji time, «kiae 
the death of his wife, to the care of her tqk«49r o^pnagv. 

But.P, \^(w ^P9ja. iJrajf ,Uw5' Ipyp|)iiw«s . of Fojsrtaa <o 
end ! ,0 Jovely xf^i^l ^ th^ d^k ^i>irtain af futu- 
rity could be raised, and thou be pi^pi^e^ U> beheld 
what awaits tbee in the distant future, methit^ks the . 
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blight hopes, which now fill thy young heart with 
joy, would be forever crushed ! ^ 

A sudden and awfitl calamity again visited the 
(]ptiet and happy home of the Woodmans, in the cot- 
tage of the Mountain Olen. The musical voice of 
the gentto and loving Fostina was no long^ he^rd 
t0 resouiHl over thte Momitain. 

That dreadful makdy, the cholera, which has 
struck such horror Aad dread upon the inhabitants 
of our country of late, hM lohg prevailed in the vil- 
lage of S — ^, sweeping off a great number of its 
inhabitants. It had found ts way into the peaceful 
cot of Mr. Woodman, and mlirked three of its happy 
inmates as victims. l%e once happy home was now 
the abode of misery and siiffermg. Mr. Woodman, 
his youngest sdn, and Aunt Aubrey fell victim^ to 
the disease which }»roved fatal in its course. 

Fostina and her two elder brothers were the only 
surviving members of the unfortunate family, who 
wece now bereft 4^ their only remaining parent and 
faithful nurse who had watched cyrer them since the 
death of their ^mother. 

Poor Fostina would have sunk und<3r this heavy 
affliction, had it not been for the kind attention of 
her l»rotbeni, and tfie ever watchful care of Lewis 
Mortimnr^ who -whispered hope and conselation to 
his geiUle and confiding Fostina in the time df this 
sevoe affliction. 

Weeks rolled on, and Lewis continued to remain 
with the bereaved family, as they would not consent 
to have him depart. 
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But, alas j as time |)^8S^ by, ouc Iqyely heroilie 
was doomed to a more levere trial of her youhg 
heart's aflections. 

Her brothers had long conten^dated the idea of 
leaving their native land for Caltf(»rnxa in pursuit 
of gold, for which so many have- sacrificed their 
home, friends, and even life, wiUiout obtaining the 
desired treasure* They -had made known their 
intention to Lewis Mortimer, wd bad i»evaiied on 
him to accompany lbem< In vajn did Fostina plead 
with them not to leave their hjDme ; but when she 
saw that their determina|ioa ^as fixed, she endeav- 
ored to persuade Lewis opt to join tfaem. She 
implored him not lo forsake her, i»^w that she was 
bereaved of her beloved friends. He told her that 
the time of his absence would pass swiftly^ on, and 
he should soon return with the n^ans that would 
repay her for the sacrifice during that short period. 
Again he told her that he must dbtain possession of 
that which he thought necessary to effect their hap- 
piness in future years. 

O vain ambition ! delusive hope ! Too many there 
are who think that true happiness cannot be enjoyed 
without the possession of wealth. 

Not many yfears after Mr. Woodman had settled 
at the fMountain, his brother-in-law visited the 
place, and concluded to settle in the village, which 
he did, establishing his residence a few miles from 
the Glen. 

It had been arranged by the brothers of Postina, 
!^after their father's death, that Mr. Aubrey, their 
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ttttde^ should take possession of the Cottage until 
tb^ir itetxim, om ooBfdftioR t^t he would take charge 
iff. their betov^ sister chifiiig their absence. With 
the kind assurance of this from their uncle, the 
brothers' iook loaye df theii* affectionate sister, prom- 
isia® a hasty t^md to tfcftir mountain home. But 
now oame th^ tryifig lAoment tfo iLewis Mortimer and 
bis beloved FoWinal The thought of absenting him- 
ddf so long, frote one he sodestrly loved, so wrought 
upon hia feelings tih«t he almost gave up the idea of 
toating bit natir^ teftd. Btd the entreaties of his 

' youthful frtends, and the desire fbr* gold which filled 
his breast, togertter Vrt A the repeated eissuranqes of 
Fostina's ufficle, t6at he Would watch over and protect 
her during bis ab6eiie<§, hiduced him at last tb follow 
them. 

Poor Lewis, it- wi«5 a trfir^ moment 1 The lime 
had ]»ow come that He MWst bid adi^u to his fair 
betrothed! The tev^ly J^osh'tia ftH on his bosom and 
wept bitter ()ears «f > atigirish; Be bid her await witli 

V cadmnoss his retold, wheti they ihduld liever more 
be separated. One fond embi^tce, • and affectionate 
fareMrell, from the -ti^mbliAg lipii of Lewis Mortimer, 
and they parted! > "^ ' 

! * ' ' ''• 
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CHAPTER II. 

The SJiip Essez 9aiU fir GaliforniayioM LewU -Mortimer 
and the tivo. Brothers on Board ^rr- Fostina^s Grief at their 
Departure — Her Unde^s Famikf — Fostina'*ai Dream — 
Rineldo Aubrey, ' 

•'. ... r . . f-' 




It was on the first morjiing in June in 184-, that 
the noble ship Esse;i set sail for the distant lands of 
California, with a lajrge. crew of enterprising young 
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men on board from the village of S , amogg 

whom was Oscar Woodman, his brother Calvin, and 
Lewis Mortimer. Sad were their feelings as they 
bid adieu to their quiet home in the Mountain Glen, 
and gave a last, fond, lingering look at their native 
shore. 

But soon the bright visions of the future, which 
filled their youthful hearts, dispelled the gloom which 
liung around them as they parted with their friends. 

Long days and nights passed slowly away, and the 
good ship pursued its course on the distant ocean. And 
often, in the dark and fearful night, when the storm 
cloud gathered around, threatening to burst upon the 
fearless and manly crew, often did poor Lewis think 
of his native home, and his beloved Postina, whom 
he had left behind, to seek a glittering prize in a 
foreign land, fondly hoping that he might soon return 
in possession of the long desired treasure. 

The grief of the devoted Fostina, after parting 
with her brothers and Lewis Mortimer, to whom she 
had given her young heart's affections, was now 
almost insupportable. 

After separating from her lover, Fostina retired to 
her room bilried in deep meditation; she felt as if 
she was now bereft of all her dearest" friends. All 
that she had held so deat in life, had been taken 
from het m «o short a period ! 

O lovely Fostina! in all thy youthful beauty, 
when surirounded by friends, and thy youngj heart 
(>verflow\ng with happiness, little then didst tl^ou 
dreani or this thy unhappy lot! 
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Mr« Aubny remoTed to the cottage witk his lunily, 
aCGorditig to the request df his nephews, witich oon- 
risted of his wife foad only »on. Fostiiia ww now 
an inn»te of her nnc^^s fkmily, where she wai treated 
with the greatest Jcin^oess^ and vec^ived from them 
erary possible att«nti<m which wds in: their power 
to besCkyw. • '. '^ ^ • 

Ifer aunt was quiet and gentle ii^ her. manner 
towwfds hery erer .ready <p administer i the b^hn of 
cohsol£^tion' td the brbhei^thearted ^kl, who wept in 
the bitterness of sd^tude^ In hor moments of grief 
and sadnessi i^ would le tub klone 4o her apartment, 
there to meditate np^n^ her teiiely sitoation^ At these 
times: Mrk Aubsey inerrer^oled io exert her utmost 
endeavors to cheer liop with 'words of. kindness, 
giving bepe and ccmsolalSon that l^ppy days were 
-yet to oome.."> '' '•■-:. ? I .' ' • • * '' 

Oft, alai) the ibnely meiden ia: the Ifocmtain 
Olen had almcHtt Mlent a vieiimMo despair. Her 
merry voices xMHdt had soeiteii^iitai^over ihe Moun- 
tedn like music tin the air, i^'now no loiiiger heard. 
The rose had faded from her cheeky ilnd her once 
Inright eyee imver dimmed i^itb telUB, and lier Jovely 
coontsnahce^bdie <be tfaK>es of dsisp sinrrow. 

In vain did lier uncle ^ndeaitor to soothis her grief, 
and calm b^r tpoc^led spirit^ that 



Sought for rest, b^t found dospair 
Companion of its way. 

Ofteiii at the ciiose of day, Fostinit »^owld wander 
forth to visit thd giayetf of her departed jfriends^ vho 

2* 
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bow ddpiia- sweet repds&bdneoth^eflhbdbw'df the 
viUow^/whicfa. waved its tdroojping ibrtnohte above 
them. fi»8/^iderby mde, they layy inithe seteie spot 
wfaick had 'been eelelstod bf Mr. Wbodmm in/life, 
i)HieK they imi^t live in Ipeabafetaedu^ 

Weiekts rolled Jby^iaod tlwidetpioidiest which Mr. 
^nd Mrs. Aubrey had taken in their fair/charge/ and 
tfiengveit idQdhfiBr\«fhieh they ammifiBitedi toward 
Qwr, i fhsttl^ r iiir^jiteui ; [dbgiiee xosigiied * hor %o bmt fate. 
Tbe^ eYteff^\iBleUfal oiito lif Mes. Aubrey, and the 
iiiiuiiesettrdfiuront'ibefliDWQd upon ber byber friends, 

'^WilrewiknUd fay <lhe ^raeilfilaees iWfaidh she 

led, wben iiK thd &ibify oifCle. 
rb waJB lalenone t^tsiyiafiteniooa iai the. month of 
:Atb^giiit/ltheFtieim/had fluoifi into goldeoi .west^ and 
all Mtfire(<;|9fAibodiio be luiBbed'ia'«ifeat iief)08e. The 
shadet of twilight had gathered ajnoimd, '^ndYthe 
loDd^fieinina wiaideffed foortli to'vis&t the.gmves of 
bendAgeBtednfrittck.; Aftarle^niKmrig tOBife la ihort 
tiMe^MMienterqsdiiicr fltep» towaiida the Mountaii^ and 
«dted da:(taelfviniiaH{ilea8aat m)odii, overihsddwed by 

AU#ii»nlanlf«iYfeii^^ gen^ maoBamjoi :tlw i^poi-' 
kling rindet^ if^fafah flowed; hobeath her .£rat»' and the 
graeefuli ! banding Tofllae bratmhea Abound her^;|ently 
moved by the.'^tBping zbph^.} ';6tba.1«ras[ silent 
a while, musing on the past and contemplating the 
scene before her, recalling to her piemory the many 
happy hours spent in this lovely spot with the now 
abidnt -lyD^ tovM en^i. She ^tight*^ ^ol^the ^ many 
}ia{>py seafiieM^B peisded in theit< soctoty f and noir what 
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a striking contrast! The bright hopes which l^ad 
once caused her young heart to beat with joy and 
gladness, seemed forever fled from her youthful 
breast t She leaned her head against the branches 
of a willow, where she sat, and wept in grief and 
sorrow, '^he shades of night had gathered round, 
and the lonely maiden unconsciously fell into a qv^iet 
' slumber. The moon had risen, and now shonje fprth 
in kli its beauty, casting its silver rays through the 
branches of the willow which hung moijrnfully over 
the fair sleeper. As the. lightl'shon^). ^upon .her 
countenance, she seemed ni9st lovely to lie|iold. A 
calnl of quiet resignlation had sprea4 ovpr her features, 
and she lay like one 

jWJip *1^ -^ in 8 veet irep^^ 
With ani^eU lv>yefing roundU 

^e stept, and dreahied.^^be followitig dreum: — 



LL 



FOSTINA'S DREAMt* 

•She thought it waJs a lovely spring morning, and 
her beloved Lewis, whh' her, accompanied by her 
brotheriS, had left ttieit home, to be absent a few days 
on a visit to'afriend'Whb tesided some miles from the 
village. After ri^jng sonae distance from the Moun- 
taiii, they heard tJHcJVepdrf of a musketj seeming'fy not 
far distant; the liorses suddenly took fright, and 
hiahed on through the forest at their utmost speed, 
throwtng'the travellers prostrate upon the earth. When • 
Postiria had recovered from the shock she had re- 
ceived by her sadden fall ^rom the carriage, what was 
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her astonishment to find herself at her nncle^s resi- 
dence, attended by her uncle and aunt, with her 
cousin Rineldo, watching over her ! As soon as riie 
was restored to consciousness enough to realize her 
situation, she earnestly inquired for Lewis and her 
brothers ; and on being informed that they bad not 
been seen, she immediately rushed fronrthe house to 
the late scene of confusion. When she arrived at the 
spot, no one was to be seen ; she called, but no answer 
came to the sound of her voicie, save the echo of the 
distant hjlls. Almost frantic with grief, she hastened 
from the spot to the Mountain, but her friends could 
not be found; she continued her search, but in vain; 
she entered the cottage, but could gain no intelligence 
of the missing ones. The horrible reality now 
flashed upon her mind, that some enemy had pursued 
them> and her friends h^ been taken prisoners; the 
report which she recollected to have heard, confif med 
her in this beMef. 

With this awful impression resting upon her mind, 
the distracted girl threw herself dqwn in despair; 
she thought of the my^steripus ciroumslances wbkh bad 
taken place on that eventful day, but a)l w^s clouded 
with the deepest mystery. Might came on, and Fps- 
^ tina, little thip£ing pf the dangers to which uim was 
, herself exposed, rose to renew her search for the lost 
ones, when she imagined that she saw a light glim* 
mering at a distance through the trees; a second 
glance convinced her of its. reality, and she tun^d 
her steps in the direction from which she sai^r it. On 
approaching the spot, she discovered that the light 
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which she had seen issued from a rude dwelling. As 
she ventured nearer, she heard voices within, which 
iuduced her to enter. When she reached the en- 
trance, she rapped gently at the door ; an aged' man 
made his appearance, manifesting great surprise on 
seeing the youthful stranger at his lonely residence, 
at that late hour of the night. 

He looked at the sorrowful maiden with tenderness 
and compassion, who seemed apparently in great dis- 
tress. On seeing the kindness of the stranger, she 
briefly related to him the circumstances which had 
taken place on that day. 

He then informed her that a few hours before, a 
yojing man, severely wounded, had been conveyed 
there by some persons unknown. On hearing this 
intelligence, she immediately requested to see tlfie 
unfortunate stranger. With feeble steps the aged man 
conducted her through aft inner apartment, where, on 
entering, she beheld the form of the sufferer, stretched 
upon a low bed. She hastened to the conchy gave 
one glance, and fouiid,' alas ! that her fears were but 
too true. She gazed a moment on the pale and 
emaciated countenance t)f Lewis Mortimer, and 
clasping her hands in agony, she littered a piercing 
shriek! 



The violence of her grief caused her suddenly to 
awake, and to her great surprise, she found herself 
alone, surrounded by midnight darkness. Aft^r a few 
molhents had elapsed, Fostina recalled to her memory 
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where she was, and discovered that she had fallen 
asleep, and had been visited with a most frightful 
dream. She stood a maqtient in a listening altitude, 
thinking that she heard the sound of approaching 
footsteps ; she then turned, and beheld a dark figure 
standing by her side, and supposing it to be some one 
from the cottage in request for her, she ma*de an effort 
to speak without betraying any emotion caused by 
her frightful dream. At that instapt the dark clouds 
which had passed over the moon< suddenly disap* 
peared, causing it to shine upon the form whi(^ i^ow 
stood before the lonely maiden^ revealing to her 
the well known features of Rineldo Aubrey. He 
anxiously inquired why she, had remained out at 
such a late hour, saying that her friends were much 
alarmed for her safety, and had sent him in haste to 
the Mountain in search for her. She made but little 
reply to this remark from her cousin, and carefully 
avoided nia3king any allusion to her dream. 

BLinefdo now took her hand, and hurriedly led the., 
way to the cottage. Her heart beat violently, and i^he 
trembled in every limb. Hep cousin, observing h^r 
extreme agitation, hastened to the house, wl^ere, on 
entering, tliey found Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey anxiously 
awaiting their arrival. After assuring them that she 
was safe, she hastily retired to her apartment, and 
threw hei:self upon the couch. 

But np rest came to the poor maiden j- all night she 
lay in deep meditation. She recalled to her memory 
the dream which she had while asleep on the Moua-^ 
tain ; each circumstance came up vividly before her 
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imagination, and it seemed like a strange revelation 
made known to her, too awful to escape her memory. 
She arose the next morning at an early hour, and 
seated herself at an open window which overlooked the 
gardens. Soon after her cousin came in, and sum- 
moned her to breakfa^st; she JMposej aj^d followed him 
to the apartment with assumed cheerfulness, and soon 
after prepared herself to take her accustomed walk. 
As she passed through the avenues leading from the 
cottage, she was joined by her cousin, wh>o, with 
great kindness in his manner, asked if he should 
accompany her. After some hesitation she con- 
sented, and they directftd their: $t«pi to the Mouutaiii,' 
which ovedioptoi the Gkn. Aftes th^y i^ aaeeddtd^ 
they turned to take i^ vierwof thehemitiM ticemty^ 
which ky spread CKut before thsAk. Fostina soep 
ex;»ressed a wiabr td return, and haf cousio^ oteerv^g 
her unuaaal? podmifisi^ readily epmpliedi; a few tao^ 
lamtB* walk brought Ihidm again to thq cottage, where 
they separkted, Fostma retiring ta her chamber^ 
where she nemahied dvoring the day. 
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CHAPTER III- 

Rineldo and his Cousin — He seeks to win her Love — 
Fostina makes known to him. her Love for Lewis Morti' 
mer — Rineldo tries to gain lier Pavor^ and is encouraged 
ly his Parents 

A fs# days after the circumitances oipciirred which 
have been ibiaJt^ in' the preceding chapter, Fostina 
and her cousm ags^n met in the parlon He anxiously 
inquired of hdr if Ae had receired any intelligence 
of her al^sent friends ; she iufortned hifki that she had 
not, but was daily expecting a message ftom them. 
She sighed deeply, at this allusiori to her beloved 
friends, who Were' now far distant frotn her. She 
leaned her head .^pcii her hands and wept bitterly j 
her cousin endeavored to cheer her with words of 
love and tenderness, and gently passhig his arm 
around her waist, imprinted a kiss upon her fair 
cheek. Fostina thinking this a bold intrusion upon 
the sacred cause of her grief, rose and left the 
apartment. 

The day was fast drawing to a close, and the lovely 
maiden again wandered forth to visit the sacred spot 
where slept her beloved friends. After remaining 
there some time, she returned and seated herself 
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beneath a Ipfty elm, ^hjk^b stood near th^ :cot;tage, 
and turnii^g her eyes in the direction of the Mouii* 
tain, she beheld Rineldo ftp{3f<xachipg, who, on seeing 
his cousin, immediately came forward and seated him* 
self near her, in the meaii time, expressing great sur- 
prise that she had again ventured out at that late 
hour alone, 

Fostina made but little reply, and rose from her 
seat to depart ; Rineldo soon followed, not a little 
displeased with her seeming indifference towards 
him, and the wish that she plainly manifested to avoid 
his company. 

Fostina had ever treated her cousin with respect, and 
regarded him as a frieadfor the great kindness which 
he had ever manifested towards her since she had 
resided in her uncle's family. She now saw that, by 
receiving his attentions, she was placing herself in a 
dangerous situation. 

Rineldo sought every opportunity to converse with 
his cousin ; he declared his love and offered his hand, 
making every effort to win her affection?. Fostina 
in a resolute and deterniined majaner made known to 
him her love for Lewis Mortimer, which was forever 
unchangeable. Rineldo, on hearing this declaration 
from the lips of his cousin, passed the remainder of 
the day in silence, and made no farther allusion to 
the subject. v 

Towards evening Fostina retired to her apartment, 
an<il seated herself at an open window which over- 
looked the gardens belonging to the cottage. The 
eveping zephyrs mov^d geqtiy the branches of a wil- 
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low, which shaded the window Wheire she was seated. 
The loneljr itiaiden sat mnsing awhile, and then, 
with a IdWj musical voice, &Sie sairig the following 
lines: — 

Thi»ini^nght W9i4 doth 8i|^r 
Like some sweet, plaintive melody 

Of ^ges long gone by ; 
It speaks a tale of other years, 

Of hopes that bloomed to die — ' 
Of msamy miiles that set in teArs, 

And lov^ that movld'hag iie^ 

"Mournfully, O, mournfully, 

This midnight wind dodi moen I 
& MiiB some chord of memory. 

In each dull, h^avy tonoy 
The voices of the much-loved dead 

Seem floating thereupon ; 
All, all my fond heart cherished. 

Ere death had made it lone. 

" Mournfully, O, mournfully, 

This midnight wind doth swell ! 
With its quaint, pensive minstrelsy, 

Hope% passionate farewell r • 
' To the dreamy joys of eariy yeais, 

Ere yet griefs canker fell 
0^ the heart's bloom — ay, well may tears, 

Start at that parting knell !" 

On the following morning, Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey 
proposed riding to the village, and cxjM^sfeed a wish 
to have Postina and Rineldo accompany ^m. It 
was with great reluctance that she gave her consent, 
thinking that it would be placing herself in the 
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society of tier cousin, whose company, she wished 
to avoid. 

At an early hour the carriage was brought to the 
door, and i/lr. Aubrey and his wife seating themselves, 
their son hastily stepping forward, and taking the 
hand of Postina, pressed it gently to his lips, while 
with the other he raised the trembling girl to the 
carriage, and taking a seat by her side, drove rapidly 
away. 

They soon arrived at the village, whefe they 
stopped at the residence formerly owned by Sfh 
Aubrey j but since his retnoval to the Mountain, it 
had been occupied by^a distant relative. 

When they arrived at the residence of their friend, 
they were kindly welconied by the family, who 
appeared mufch delighted on seeing Postina. The 
day passed on very pleasantly, without aliy important 
.occurrence, and after bidding adieu to their friends 
they again returned home. 

That evening Postina, retired at an early hour, 
feeljng as if her troubles were increased, and that 
instead of finding friends, she saw herself placed 
among those, who she had every reason to believe 
.would seek to destroy her happiness. The unceasing 
attention of her cousin, and the encouragement which 
he received from His parents to forward his advances, 
after she had rd'ade Tcnown to them her engagement 
with Lewis Mortimer, deeply wounded the feelings 
of the gentle arid loving Postina, Who now felt as if 
she was alone", as it were, without a friend to cheer 
her in her forlorn situation. She felt that she could 
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no longer repose confidence in those whom she had 
once considered friendS) and to whose care she had 
been entrusted by her absent brothers. 

As soon as Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey observed the cool 
indifference manifested by Fostina towards their son, 
their former kindness seemed changed to hatred and 
revenge. All feeling of love and sympathy, which 
had been so strongly manifested, seemed forever fled 
from their hearts. Mr. Aubrey appeared to have losi 
all memory of his departed sister, the mother of Fos- 
tina, and would shrink as if from her presence, when- 
ever her name was recalled by her lovely daughter. 

Rineldo Aubrey was their only son, and had con- 
sequently received every indulgence froni his parents ; 
and he now thought, by exerting his influence over 
them, he should obtain their assistance in persuading 
Fostina to accept his ofier. But when he found that 
all their efibrts were in vain, he devised every means 
in his power to destroy the happiness of his cousin. 

He vainly endeavored to draw her mind from 
Lewis, and convince her of the improbability of hb 
returning. 

Fostina's grief, on heariixg this from her cousin, 
was beyond description ; she passed the most of her 
time in retirement, seldom joining the family circle, 
and avoiding all conversation with them, as much as 
her circumstances would admit ; and when her situ- 
tion rendered it necessary for her to be in their 
society, she met them with calm i^idiflerence and 
submitted with quiet resignation to her fate, hoping 
soon to receive intelligence from her absent friends. 
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CHAPTER IV,. 

JUneide^s saddm Departure — His Retufn '^ H€ pleads in 
vain for the Lope of Us Chusin — Sad Jnt^lUgeHce and 
the Death of Lewis ^ortimer — Fostina^^s IHn^. ; 

It was late one evening that Rineldo entei^ed the 
apartment where his father was seated, and informed 
him that he had received intelligence from a friend 
residing in the country, requesting to see him imme- 
diately on business of importance. He made known 
his intention tp his parents, and accordingly^ on the 
following morning, he started on his journey, expect- 
ing to return in a few weeks. 

Fostina, on hearing this, felt greatly relieved, think* 
ing she should, now rest in peace and quietness during 
his absence. But the unfortunate girl found no con- 
solation ; although she weis ];io longer annoyed by her 
cousin's presence, yet his parents were constantly 
endeavoring to influence her in his iavor, apd without 
hesitation informed her, that her future happiness 
would depend upon her marriage with their son. But 
the determined girl. In a firm and decided manner, 
refused to comply with their wishes, In accepting the 
proposals ot her cousin, telling them that she would 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



30 FOSTINA WOODMAN, 

never give her hand to one, while another possessed 
her love. 

Rineldo had been absent several weeks, and Mr. ' 
Aubrey began to be somewhat alarmed for his safety, 
when, late one evening, as he was riding to the vil- 
lage, he met his son on his return home. He rejoiced 
to hear that he had a safe arrival, and immediately 
turned and hastened* to the cottage. 

On the following morning the two cousins met, 
atMl ^iiiUdo b«^ily appFooebed Foatinsy expressing , 
his joy on s^itig her agam iifter his long, absence. 
To this his coiisin made little reply,, and passed by ■ 
with cool in4iffi?rence ; he followed, and, ^ with unu- 
sual kjn^nes^, asked the pleasure, of joining her in a 
walk through the gardeps. Fostins^ rerpained silent, 
and conjtinued on. her way some distance from the 
cottage. Seeing the coolness with which he was 
treated,. Rineldo turned his steps Jn another direction, 
and after walking a short distapce, he seated himself 
in a little arbor, apparently in deep thought. After 
spipe, tim^ ha^i elapsed, hei returned to the cottage 
and retired to. his chamber. 

At the cjiojse of the afternoon, he hastily descended 
find entered the parlor where Fostiria was seated. 
With trembling steps lie approached his cousin, hold- 
ing a, paper ia bi|s band which had a few moments 
before been left, in his apartment, and directing 
her attention to some late intelligence, requested her 
to read it. She took the paper i^om his ^and in 
^ silence, and placipg it on t|ie table near her, rpse to 
, depart, H^r coi^sin gjeeingher int^n^tiop, immedi- 
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ately rqs& aa4 ^^ <fhe roonii poiiUiag to the p^per 
which lay on tiw t^ble as he closed the door. 

^Fostina, Ending; herself alone, r^tu^^ed to her seat 
and took the paper which had been left, and casting 

f ahasty^glattce qver the Qoatents, her jeyes fell on the 

: follows^:— , 

' Lewis Mo&TiMER, of B , 'died suddenly on board ship 

Csser, 6n pasisag^ i)cOD^ f^tinftma to Ctilifomia. 

. The ,paper: droppjBd from her hand, and uttering a 
J loud shriek, the distracted girl fell jsenseless from her 

RineJdo, on leaving the r room, had returned to his 
.apartmejitjj. where his parents '^^ere seated, who, on 
bearing , the. alarm, mshed to, the parior, where they 
discovered Fostina lying insensible on. the floor* 

He ^fide known to them, l^e^npppsed oause; of I^er 
^rief, and hastily f sununo^iijg ,a tsiery^nt, { assisted in 
bearing the apparently lifeless J5c)cm..pf his rcoufin 
.to her ap^tpient. 

JVIr. 'A4;^brey immediately brougpi^t. i^t^atives, but 
^r^^waa (ittle^ppe of ^gainfroasiQg^itl^ .conscioias- > 
: ness ! of thp Jjjnfortimate . 5uff(pirer. 

Towards evening be called in affiysician, who, on \ 
seeing the patient, expressed hi« fe^|r:wbich .greatly ' 
alarmed 'the &n^ly. : ^e reaoa^ned .^yjecal hours 
, anxiously wf^tcbii^ over his patient,'^ha now seemed ' 
X .tO:;be> in t* ftajte of deliriun^, (pcci^n^^lF starting 
• as if fr^^^. a ,sudd£in fright,^ . and P2|l}i^ jfopr; Lewis - 
.iiWoclimer. 

' Tiiei ^hysicjmi) w being io&rjvi^ of -^^ ^^me of her \ 
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sudden illness, expressed his belief that her strength 
had been greatly reduced by trouble and anxiety^ of 
mindj together^ with the sudden shock She had re- 
ceived, and her recovery was doubtful. 

Rineldo, on bearing this, seemed greatly alarmed, 
and with unceasing attention continued t6 watch otef 
his coi^sin. She had remained delirious during, the 
night, and towards morning the physician took his 
leave. On the following day she appeared more 
calm, and apparently sunk into a qiliet sltimber ; at 
the clos6 of the afternoon ishe suddenly started, and 
gazing wildly around, seemed conscious of her un- 
happy situation. She lay a few moments as if to 
convince herself of its reality, and then buried her 
face in her bands, weeping bitter tears of agony. 
Her cousm attempted io soothe her grief, but she 
motioned him from the apartment. Soon after the 
phjrsician entered, tmd expressed hiis joy on seeing 
his patient recovering. - 

For several days she lay wiihotit makhig any 
allusion to the death of Lewis, and bore her grief 
in silence ; it seemed now as if tlie last ray of hope 
was extinguished, and she weH knew that Rineldo 
would take advantage of* her lonely situation to 
renew his former addresses. ' 

Several weeks had passed away since Poirtina had 
received the sad news tof Lewis M6rtiir(ef's:death, and 
she had now so filr recovered 'her health a» to sit by 
the window of her lonely apasrtment. One mornirig, 
as she was seated near the door, gazing at the beauti- 
fiil sce^tery which surrounded the cottage, she beheld 
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the^tmngfsr/w^hQ |io:qr oc^upi^d.ber utn^)e?8 resi^nee , 
in tbe village, cojaT^rsifig tritb Mr..;^bi!ie)r. .He «aon 
after eyo^temd the ooltaga, a94 ifh^n be behj^ld the 
great cbjongei ia Fpstin^fs .c0u(tHeo(in^) he seemed 
gfeatly;,siijrpyri(S6d, (aid i^iiprei^»^ bis s^ief on eeeieg 
hejT liKrfc so iU. Sqoq »Ctai| he>de|^(edy ber c<Hu^'n 
entered, aiad tftkmg tbe bwdof Po$tiM, pressed it ^o 
hi$ bosom, lit jl;be 901110 tijsm^ m^ing biosMStebf near bf^r, 
again deiolar^ bill iineb)angeebik»ilay% and offered ber • 
bi9 band. Slie. told him tha^ifi Lofs^ie.Monmer was' 
dead,: none otbec ^bould eyet poimi^s k^r love, and 
she should regard him with no other feelip^ .than 
friendship. Rineldo, seeing her determination, arose 
and departed, leaving his cousin alone in her apart- 
ment. 




The next morning, Fostina prepared herself, for the 
first time since her illness, to visit once more the 
burial-place of her friends. With feeble steps she 
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pasied slowly dh^ ubtil $hd ttrrivcKl itt thd d{M>t, where 
she seated herself bettealh the shade of the willoWs 
which waved in the mornitig breeze^ sighii^ inkmlrti- 
fuUy as they swept by the sorrowful maiiieo, who 
was now seated by the tomb, where slept the lored 
and cherished ones; Here she remained for soine 
tihi^, as if holding coinmdnion with the spirits of 
the departed ai;^ teirealkig to them her sad fale. 
S)ie summoned all h^ courage and fortitude to meet 
whatev^ awaited her in the fbture, and then with 
ah effojrt slie rose frdm her seat and retomed to the 
cdftage. 



r 
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. CHAPTEB V. 

Fostif^a gx>e$ to the VVlag^-^ Jkcepiipn , JJumoik^i — *Tht 
Mjfstsru Revedhd — J^estim makes iur Esaife* 

One lovely morning, a carriage drove up to the door 
of the cottage in the Mountain Gflen. ^fce coach- 
man alighted, and hastily approaching the door, rang 
the bell, which was answered by Mr. Aubrey., He 
informed him that he had been ordered there with a 
carriage by the physician to take a young lady to the 
village, at the same time taking a note from hift 
pocket and inquiring for Miss Woodman. Fostina 
had been seated near the wipdow of her room, while 
this conversation took phice, and on hearing the 
inquiry of the coachman, immediately meAe her ap- 
pearance at the door, and received the uote from the 
stranger. ' . . 

She hastened to her room ini perused the contents, 
which she found to be an invitation extended to her 
by the friend of her unqle, requestiiig her to come 
and spend a few weeks at his residence in the village. 

Postina with pleasure accepted the invitation of 
her friend, thinking that for a, short time, at least, she 
should be relieved from the annoyances of her uncle's 
family. She, therefore, without hesitation, prepared 
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herself, and in a few moments was at the door of 
the carriage, which shq entered in silence, without 
making known her intention to any of the family. 

In a few hours the horses suddenly stopped, and 
the driver springing from his seat, threw open the 
door of the carriage, and Fostina with joy discovered 
that she had reached the home of her friend, who 
soon made his appearance and conducted her into the 
hall, where she was kindly welcomed by the family 
as the beautiful maiden of the Mountain Glen. 

It was not long before a servant entered, followed 
by the physician who attended Fostina during, her 
illness ; he met her with a graceful bow, i^nd ex- 
pressed his joy on seeing her restored to health. . 

The (lay passe4 very pleasantly awi^y^ aQd towards 
evening a servant entered the parlor where Fostina 
w^ seated, and motioned her in silence to accompany 
her. She arose anfi followed the girl, who coniiucted 
her through several apartments, and then ascended 
into a room above, and passing through a long enr 
trance, arrived at the door oif a retired, part of the 
dwelling. ♦ After some hesitation, the servant gently 
opened the door, and invited her to enter; she obeyed 
the summons, and th^ girl hastily retreated. As $he 
entered, who should meet her astonished gaze, but 
Rineldo Aubrey, seated on a sofa? She uttered an 
exclamation of isurprise, and turned towards the dpor, 
jvhich she found, .to her extreme horror, had b^en 
locked l?y the servant. ^ 

She now turnecl and demanded of him an e;xpla- 
nation of this mysterious conduct. He rose from 
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his se'At, and wcdked to his cousin, bade her be calm, 
aad he wotild tell her aJL 

He then' turned' and parted the rich damask cur- 
tains, lrhkf.i hung hi heavy folds from the windows. 
The apartmetit was furnished in the most elegant 
style, aud a large table was placed in the centre, 
loaded with rich viands ; bottles of sparkling wine 
were placed upon the table, its criinlson dye forming 
a striking contrast with the rare fruits which sur- 
rounded it. 

' Rineldo approached the table, and filling a glass 
from one of the bottles, drank at the health of his 
fair coUsim ; then placing a i^at at the table, requested 
h#r t0 paitdce with htm the repasf which had been 
prepated for the occasion. Postina made no reply to 
tim daring outrage, but seated herself in silence by 
an t>p0n witidow, and burst into a flood of tears. 
9b6 now trembled for her safety, fearing that some 
awful ^ plot hc^ been arranged by her enenaies, and 
vn».§octi to be put fnto execution. 

Rin^do now approacked" his cousin, and spoke in 
a low and flhn voice. *^ Beautiful maiden of the 
Moontain Glen ! You ate soon to be the bride of 
Rineldo Aubrey, and this will henceforth be your 
home. Pair girl, make no denial." "Never!'* replied 
the heroic girl, springing from her seat, and demand- 
ing him to open the door. '" Not until you have 
coQ^enHod to' become the bride of Rineldo Aubrey," 
cried a voice without; "until then this room shall 
be yetir pfkcm^sM noughi^ shall set you free!" 

It was late, emd Rineldo, takiiig a key from his 
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pockety unlocked the door, aod bidding his cousiq 
good night, he withdrew from :fht aparlmeot. 

Fostina waa now Uft alone to jnaditate upon 
her forlorn situation; s^e thought her doom WM 
sealed forever. Mugt $he be compelled to unite her- 
self with one whom she cpuld never love? One who 
had sought by his treacherous mea^ to deatroy her 
happiness, and who had betrayed the coofideuce of 
her friends in executing hi^ subtle plans. ^ 

She knew th^re was but one alternative ; could 
she escape ? If so^ she might free herself from her 
enepfxies, who now ^Qu^bt to ruin ber happiiie^< 

. She rose, and wfdkied to the windows; 0iey b^d 
been secured ; tw9 doors whioh l^d firofpi ibfi apait^ 
ment were also carefully locked. Sh^':ag(|iQL went 
to the windows^ but it .was n^dpigbt dai^kn^if Irithr 
out ; she then seated hexself ^ i^pou tti^ 9ofa, and 
calmly awaited her doom. Sle(sp forsook h^r.onc^ 
bright eyt^s, which now we^ dimiped with t^rt^ 
while, with patient .resignation to her fatq, she aw^ted 
the return of morning^ Th^ lamp shpoedimly* QVfcr 
the apartment, casting its gllmmeri^g rjays upon the 
rich tapestry, that ,hung from the walls d^ound bet. 
There in yputhCul innocence -9a| th(e onc^ loved and 
loving Fostina. 

Morning csiqie ; it was lovely ; tha 8iky was cldar, 
the d^wdrpp glistened. .in the> sim, fmd the swleet 
music of the birds H[iade the Wfelkin mg;: but sdll 
the lonely poiaiden sat. Sadness and giootm wte« 
sprea(jL pver h^r paje couutei^aa99i a^d tl^ exprmmn 
of d^ep sorrow rested upon btr.feaiturefik 
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jl%e dajr poised nlowly c^ iwithont any iafnision 
URon bet) gmf, iintfl Umi ploee of theiaftemdoit, ^heii 
Rinekb again entered the apartment, followed by Itia 
fillhei, 3rho informed her that the. day was &Dod for 
her mactiage with hii^ son^ ahd :bakle her prepare f(^ 
the oo&ting event. He then j»timd, leaxring Eineldb 
alcane. with h» cbosiii ; he remamed xuttil a late hour, 
and agdin ^dcing im leave,' haa^iiy left the.rfiK>m. 

.Fostina was now placed in the mmt trying sittia'^ 
tion, her only remaining hope was the slight possi^ 
bility of eabape. She waited in silence tintil the 
sound of voices bad ceas^ ki tbe rooms below ; 
s^ thetn jrose, and .w^t to thft winxlowir j they 
were secured, and all was .darkn%ss without, as the 
evening .be^re. ' Nd light could be seen, and silence 
reigned tluKKighont the vilkge. She hastened to the 
door, and what w»s:her inexpfesdble joy, to find that 
Rineldo in hisfaesteftad left the key remaining in the 
lock I Hope now £lled h^ bpeast and gave h^ 
ceuragie to.snrmoant all diffieulfies, which might ber 
fiaill her in effecting b^ escape. WiA trembling, 
hands i^he opened/ the docHr, and, listening a moqient,i 
she p^sed oa through the e^rance leading from the 
chanribeb. : 8he then noiselessly deacendted the staics, 
and aAer convincing :h^rself thi^ all was silen^ she 
gooped^ieo way throt^gh Ihe midjiight darkness, until 
she reached the door of the hall, which, she found 
micloiisd/ She hastened throdgh, now fbajring that 
thef d«t»r of the i»itrfmce was ini all probability 61oaely 
aBieaffld. On approaching it;shefoand, to her great 
^i{|ht, iUiat it wmbolted^n the idside ; she Uateded 
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again, but no^otind waislieard.; theti sliding Ihe bolt, 
she opened the doi>r and stepped fortk into the; op^^ 
air;' ' < •' • ...•'; 

) Fostina new fiilttheseelf frofe frent i^ iricin gmpx 
of her enemies pbdt should she be ovrestafcen J •»-«> 
the thot ght startDed. hsr. ' She f^azed ivildiy lasoand, ' 
tfot tia ione was td be seen (Vr.heiffd in this Tiltagey 
and hastening to the street she vwfked ^itte harried' 
steps in the dircetion of.^hle Momrtain. Sbe knetw, 
from the cotwersatioii tb^ ev-eianig previobs^ that her 
unde's family wessi it )the bdntee of their friend^ 
and, thbt if she sitecesdM in^resching the oolta^e^ 
she. mig^ effiiet k&t elcapo wiitaout feeor of^bein^ 
disicowered; ' * ' . : . 

Urged on by i»bei»it<y( sjldi the. feeling of ihope 
which now fiUcid her breastfthe conrageotiB'girl fled< 
swiftly on tlntil untfl she, readied! the cottage^ witbont 
encountering any dai&gers. She hastened to the door, 
which she found was closely bittdred ; then going to 
the' window of her apartmebt, she snoeeeded in rais- 
ings it far enough to fain adflslttance. Bui her situa- 
tion grew 'Still- m<»re ilarming ; itwoitld not foe safe 
for her to xemain at. ike coltage, fork^he well knew 
thait her tihde, aS'Bo^h as theydkieovered timt shie 
had ttuuie ber esca'pe^ wbuki probably return to the 
cotti^e, and if tU^e^ she must again fall a victin^ to 
their treachery^ 

The idea now fiashed* afross her mind, that if 
dressed in disgot^^ she might possibly eedkpie ber 
pursueraL Witti this bold determinaCion) the' heme 
girl hastened to her .brothei^e wfaidrobe, and tdcing) 
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a suit of dothes, soon perfected her dii^uise. She 
then procured a valise belonging to one of her 
brothers) and hastily pecking a suit of her own 
. apparel, together with a few vcduable articles which 
had been given to her by Lewis, t6ok the portrait 
of .her departed mother, and placed it in her bosom. 

She now hastQ^e^ fjjiti ^he d(ftAige, closing the 
window through which she had entered, and turned 
her steps towards the Mopntsan ; • ^nd approaching the 
brink of ^he precipice>^she took the apparc;!; that she 
had worn from the village^ in. making her^scape,. anid 
which she had also taken with her on her departure 
fncim>tbe cottJige, and 'tasting' it into the waters be- 
ifeath^' the Mout^tain, hastened €ro^ the spot. 

With -deep thou gh«ful*ies^, ahd great |a^€isence of 
mind, tbtfinoble' girl thought that her eheniies would 
s^tch tlie 'Mduntetin In ihek pursuit, and on! seeing a 
part «f-h^ clotMng ftikting itt tlil^ tv^at^rs t>elow. the 
jffdtipiciBj'woUldisijppoi^ her-^ob^ drbwned, and she 
wl>uld thon be rinftbled to ^s^ap^ with Rifely. 

HawSng -thus faj? aiec«>ttiplish^ pUrpoiJe, ishe 

de^cMded ^A» M«runtain; and )U3 the morning was 
fast' appirosfbhihg^' th^ ieBJted to ^tj^ ^ the public 
streatf, and' taktog ato^ nhfreqtiented path which led 
tbraaghi ttie iforest, slie "Was 'soon far distant from 

t:ire#e wd will leave the l6vely ^F^oitiha, ^bo had 

so &r bniveiy ilffeeied heFes6ape, arid* lie turn 16 her 

uncle'ii tesid^noe in the village^ trHere -slept her 

tiieaeheiiMn eii^ilii^S)'thf&ki¥% their Vtetim was n6w 

sdfe iwithiik the 'Yolltf seiStirity. ^ 

• II • •■ --I'l • ■ '■ ' ■ '-' ' — --'- — '-" -~^— -^ -"^ -,.,.,,,1- .-.,,— 

4* 
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CHAPfER VI. ^ 

RineMoU SurprUe — Mt. Aubrey and his Son go in Pur* 
suit of Fostina — Visit to the Mountain and Cottage — 
Hbrriiie Diaeovery -^ End ofiheir Search. 

On t)i« foUowipginodiuig, ibt Aumly r^w nt wremrlf 
hour, and baisUly 90t nbom OMkiog pf^ptralione fot: 
the marcia^ <>{ the two eoofiinii, which wU to take 
place on tjbat day. RmeldQ. amtyed histtlelf in 
costly iqppairet, and aaceiuiUd tO/ the room of bia 
intended bride« Oarei^hing th0 do0r» what Was his 
surprise to fiad it openi, aqd the key remaining jn the 
lock! He now recollected that he bad forgotten to 
take it on the eveniiq;. he^ofe/and ruahitig into the 
apartmeni) and finding to; couatnt Wtt9 not thbre) be 
hastened b^ow And informed^ hie parj^ntAi who immer ' 
diately searched the houfe^ but in vain. tThe ^»miiy 
then readily concluded that Fostina had' . returned 
home. Accordingly, Mr. Aubrey, accv^mpaiiied by 
his son directed his way to the vcofitagia^ but wh^n 
they arrived po traces could be Been 0£ the lost one. 
They then hastened to the Mountain, olOady atam^ 
ining eveiry placet for concealment, but Pos^M' otaild < 
not be found. Rinetdo then !walked lOr tho side of 
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the Mountaiiif and glancing into the waters below, 
beheld a shawl belonging to his cousin, floating upon 
the surface. He instantly gave the alarm to his 
father, who immediately rushed to the spot, where 
he discovered that the fears of his son were but too 
true. ...!!,;•. 

With all the horrors of an upbraiding conscience, 
the father and son now retvirned to the cottage. 
Rineldo^ with ^rief and terror fiU^g hi^ districted 
mind, haa^ily retired to l^is room,:feeling t^hfit by his 
treacherous plans, h^ bod <^u«ed the untim^^jr 4e9th 
of his cousin. He felt that in seeking to destroy 
the happiiiess «f knotber, he hdd donnnittefd deeds 
of th# dieukest hue, tifid <du^ how Kve a fnfiserable 
existbnce ^ his awfal crimw. 

Mr. Aubrey, too, felt the reproval of a gufJIty con- 
science J reiBfcorse took possession ^ his brtost, and 
he beheld in his imaginatibil tihe fbrm of his de- 
paHed tia^ standing before him, threatening ven- 
geance tfpon the murderers' other chil^. And the 
agonizing Toice of Lewis Moirtimer and hei* brothers 
seemed borne t^ hihi in every bmeze acrdss the ocean, 
frdm a foreign tand^ calling on Heaven to avenge the 
wrongs ^ tteir beteved Postiria. >• 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Fostina pursues kcr way through an unknovm Country — 
SJie stops at the Village Inn ^— Conversation hetvbeen the 
Landlord and Coaehman — Fdstina again appears in the 
Dress efa FenMh-^ tier Bepttttwre. 

Lit Uf now turn, to the beiHUif^l jCDaiden of ^he 
MiHtntaia Olen, whom, wo left.^o the mori^i):^ a,ft^r. 
her escape, pursuing hei; lpQe)}r ,way: tl^ugh llie 
di^Bal fov^t 

Mormng dawneijl, and all Nature lectmed a^iio^ted 
with, its approach; ^e bin]^.8iU9g merdl; v^ the 
for^st^ as if tochfw the ioa^ly frayeller, who was pow 
mitny miles distmit frpmh^ MpuiHaiii h^ma. She 
sooa i^eaohedaoi openiog in the foijesty Jjrom which 
she saw an exten^iye plains Urged on by Jbe d^n* 
gerp which surrounded her, Fostina hiuit^ned on her 
way, sometimes wai^d^ring: cUoog tiie fiir^ then 
again through a strange and unknown country* 

The day was fast drawing to a close, the sun had 
sunk beneath the western horizon, the shadows of 
evening began to appear, and Fostina, weary and 
fatigued, had now entered a small but thickly settled 
village. With hurried steps she continued her way, 
until she arrived at the inn. Here she entered, and 
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cAlingfdit k fd^ftte iqiMrfrntat^'Was soon cdttdneted 
by ttie ttiiAMrd into'a^ tteatty.fbrbish toom. 

After partaking of soqm Ikde Teffeshment, Fostioa 
mimoooned ' the tarro^^. and tajdog: a heavy pbrse 
fmm faerlV2iliB6,'wfai(^ i^ -had taken ^ihet ^par^- 
nr^ fiooi ^bm .Mtti^p^ahe |daoed a large 'pbttion df 
the^oritenlv m -the hands oi ibe serranty saying die 
shdUlcE depeort at an. early hoiir the liext motningr 

Postina was now left alone, and ^mking bensetf 
sAfe beyHi^d tlie reach of h^ eneBoies^ she threw hot- 
self upon tfa# couch to arest* Soon after, ber atten- 
tion was arrested by the heai^y^. tramp <of horses, and 
.acanfiagei iq)proich tUeidbcurv qi Ikm iiin« Thd bell 
immedkitel^ rang, and the /scrvittt jpuiottooed ^hb 
arrival' of Ihe stagey and then, fear a wfait^, lalL wes 
again : silent. : /: - .; .•.;'... 

Fdstina jui# sank' iaie a p^lfQW»i^4sIllmb^r, from 
. whlcl^ she wte sisd4etil]i arti^etie^d b]P tJmi swod of 
voices in an adjoining room. Curiosity induq^-^^^ 
to listen, and she discovered that the landlord and 
coachman were engaged in earnest conversation from 
which she gathered the following. 

The driver informed him that, on riding through 

the village of S that evening, he was told that 

a mysterious circumstance had taken place on that 
morning ; — that a young lady, residing at the cottage 
in the Glen, had been drowned in the waters below 
the Mountain, either intentionally, or by a fall from 
the precipice. It was also reported that the friends 
of the unfortunate female had been absent on a 
voyage to California, and a short time since, she had 
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recfiit^d inteUigmee ^of tlMiur suddeii deulb* This 
was soon foUoitred by il' long. IUikmbs^ wludfal left ^ 
.mdSnrt^ a Tiotim to mstoky* 

The landliatl extxresifid bte gri^, oil hbariog tbii 
«ad cdmfntmkatkki^: ahd f^iitiiilt now hid lh» cqbsq- 
lation of knowing f9»t t^e dodjimBioa wte fasft upon 
tbe iniodt o€ h«f unele'a failulf thattste wwl drowned 
near the Mouaiam^.and feeUhg >sdllfBima Aife, tfann 
befbi^, she dcnnikaed heinelf hnd a^o &U «dtep. 
^o other sataad difllnrbed the fiiir al^|3er during the 
iiight; and at an eid*ly.h<mr,tb^ folio wing npmiiig, 
she awokfe ^greatly rftesHedi*.' v . 

Bfa6 hastily ai^si,' and takfaig her apponi finom 
h^ 'valkevteiiatedrber btotbev's wtead^and again 
anciyed heinelf n> femUe: attinL TH^ii^ ^Mtfaoitt 
summoning a servant, she left the apstaoimt, and 
ent^r^ thid 8tie0l/wh|3re •bei iihmediatsly toiok her 
seat in the HAg^t wbieh rpUed tepidly away from 
the &iti. '^ r^ ^ ' y^ ^' 
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■ ■ OHAPTEtl Tin, 

Fostina continues on her Journey — She arrives at a dis' 
tant Country Village — A Walk in the Forest — Visit to 
the Castle — Mistaken Friends — A Mystery — Strange 
Discovery — Mysteries Revealed — The Result. 

F^TiNA CMM^ntiUdd on her jonmey tot t^Yeral days, 
^iing ^aimiot h^ way hi the' dtagee6&di, and stop- 
piiig at tfiepablic infts-a^ night. 

Nothhig 6f imi^omnlce odedrred t& bur young 
idTeiHtureir, Wntil n^eaily two wbeki had passed away 
«lnbe htk diepattifire. She was now a great distance 
flrom her natlv^e vilfoge ; ak^ thinkihig herself far be- 
yond the teaeh 6( iMr ^li^nies, Mi^ kalme to the eon- 
blusioli that je^o edttid iiow re6t in BRsi^^ty, without 
^r of being miiisUA. Fair fttm K^r tialiV^ home, 
where tto iO[ndd of no latniliair v^ice theft her ear, 
without a kindfod fHead io syMiia<hi^ with her in 
her lorady^itnaUon^ Toakned tte beaulifld maiden of 
the Moufatatn Olcta, to 4i6ek a hoMte in a stinger's 

It .#88 a edd add miny flrfkefno<m, and Po^ina had 
b^en Tiding for soini hours thii^h ia ^o^Miry vQ<^ 
lagei ^hen tba eoadi suddenly atopped^ and iM pB^ 
mtigtllF9fiVdQng whoth ^aa okir loVely heroitf^, hast^* 
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ened to the inn. Here she remained for some days, 
where she received great attention and kindness from 
the landlady, who, either from curiosity or friend- 
ship, appeared greatly interested in the young stranger 
whose arrival in the village had excited the wonder 
and surprise of, f\^ ,th^ ii^l^tf^^, and had now 
become the object of inquiry of all who looked on 
her pale, but lovely countenance, which wore the 
expressions of deep sorrow.' iSince ,her arrival she 
had passed the most' of li^r time ji^ tne solitude of 
her apartijient, bcqasio/i^lly wandering, forth to a j»ore 
retired part ot the village. 

It wa^^at'tjb? clpii^ of ^(ph9^8to^ 'i«GiemqQii,v Ibat 
Postipf^^b^, v;^^t^r§iJ5 Qufc sipift^i 4i8tMce fioift the vil- 
lage, and, taking a r(^||r^4 fta^, tviikb .ltd i tjbfffttglF 
jtbe fQrei^t,,^h/9* PHI>ra^> Jier.W«r^ ff^M ^aiicer. in 
thov^gt\t/ul p^^tqljjqgv/ .JS«<ffjPWifi:.W.to8faw uto 
wa§ jawpije of ^^^jjpr^ss^^^ftiijfi sbft Mft^tily jtufnad \9 
r^tr^cp \iex fif^ff. ;; f I^e = wjm^ejr^d 0n /of ,$«»e 4iltaiioe, 
but, cortjild; 8^, oq.iipwiftg ,m ifef ^^iotet^'vihick 
^foiu^ed?]^ , Jtjw;^ lat^, M)^,§h«:liiiQir^xiQl whM 
CQi^^f 119 OTfs^* jghff fe8fed:i$j.w!P)rtd i>WIlte>«ift 
fflr^hpr; tp,^a^ift;iQ. tb^.foawti itrtd jjMtt fdtere. irias 
f^p^p^^bji^ily ;^}Ii^ r^aobibg Ib&I.TiBa^ that ni^bt 

l^be . s^<^ 9i fyw •J9ftPAeol»)ii^'t<aiiaiiii6,xdai^ 'thed 
mmi^p^i^t^ (Jirfic^i^ abe^fdilK^TOrod a UiU cU 
some distance, to which she immediately directed' hot 
pfil^ On; a^i^i^^ tb^i^ i^jliabtiiy^ > tweodecl, lAnd 
ofX/T^i^^img l^Q' topjidiseoveied lights blmit^a mild 
dlst^t^j .AmiM^ J¥}lih^'&eih jooitage^aoU feibtu(kP|' 
8))^,99^ii4$«0ei\d0d lELod nade theii w^ thioqgb tbo 
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forest, when, on approaching the spot, she saw what 
appeared to be the rqin« of an ancient castle. 




Rhihji of an Ancient Catttt^ 



Cuiiosity led hex to a closer examination, 'whten 
she a^ain saw liglus issue f^om several Windows; 
this. confirmed her in the belief that noma part df the 
building was inhabited. She Ihen entered the gale, 
which led . ^o the entrance, aiid gently rapped at the 
door ; an elderly woman made her appeaj^no9, iseenl- 
ing somewhat alarmed. Fostina informed her that 
she had lost her way,. in jpetuming to* the village, and 
seeing the light in the forest, she had suece^^d in 
finding their residence. The good lady, after hi^alring 
the story of the, young .i^ranger, bade her walk in 
and be welcome- • 

With trenibltog steps Fosttina entered the castU, 
and following o^ through a long entrance, she fQHfid 
herself in the presence of several peisons, who wetii 
seated in a small but neatly furnished apartmbn^ 
On being conducted into the room, Fostina fouud 
herself kindly received by the family, and after 
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briefly relating to them the circumstances, the kind 
lady immediately summoned the servant, and a table 
ivas quickly spread before the stranger. 

After partaking of the repast which had been pre- 
pared, Fostina remained a while with the family, and 
then obeying the signal of Mrs. Cameron, her friend, 
she was conducted through a long suite of apart- 
ments, and entering a small retired room, bade her 
good night. 

Fostiiia, being left alone, consoled herself with the 
idea that she was now among friends. She gazed 
with feelings of curiosity mingled with surprise, on 
seeing the extreme neatness and great taste which 
had been displayed, in the arrangement of furniture 
and other articles, in the apartments through which 
she had passed, and wondered why this place of se- 
. elusion had been chosen by her new-made friends. 

The exterior bf the building bore ati ancient ap- 
pearance, and a part seerned to have already fallen 
to ruins, while the interior appeared to have been 
lately repaired, and well fitted up for the comfort and 
convenience of its present occupants. 

Fostina, after recalling to her memory the circura- 
stancts of the preceding day, soon composed herself, 
and fell into a quiet slumber. 

On the following morning, when she awoke, the 
8un had risen, and the walls of the tower echoed 
with the sdund of bells. She arose, and hastily pre- 
paring herself, was soon summoned to breakfast with 
th<?-family, which consisted of Mr. Cameron, his wife, 
And servant. 
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After remaining some time, Fostina made known 
licr intention to depart, upon which Mr. Cameron 
iri({nircd if she was a resident of the village. She , 
iiirornied tliem that she was a stranger in the place, 
and had stopped at the village inn, where she had 
been but a few days. 

On hearing this, the family with great earnestness 
urged her to remain with them ; Fostina gratefully 
accepted the invitation, and, at their request, promised 
to take up hei> abode in this retired spot during the 
coming winter, thinkings in this secluded place^ she 
might pass her time in peace and quietness, free.frQm 
care and anxiety. 

Weeks passed away, and Fostina continued to re- 
main at the castle, much pleased with her new home. 
During this time she had not revealed any thing 
connected with her history, to her friends, who had 
never made^any allusion to the subject. Although 
Fostina had often observed that there was something 
mysterious in the conduct of the family, y^t they 
had always treated her with the greatest kindness. 

It was late one evening, soon after the family 
had retired, that the soi^nd of voices was heard, 
and footsteps approaching the castle, followed by a 
loud rapping at the door, which was immediately 
opened by Mr. Cameron, who, on hearing the alarm, 
hastened to answer the call. Soon after, persons 
were heard entering, and descending into a lower 
room. 

Postina, trembling with fear, hastily arose, and was * 
on the point of rushing to the apartment of Mrs. 
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Cameron, to ascertain the cause of the disturbance. 
But the fear of encountering some one in the pas- 
sage, caused her to remain silent. She listened, and 
distinctly heard the voices of several persons con- 
versing in a low tone. A few moments elapsed, all 
was silent ; she then retired, but not to rest ; ihe 
citcumstances which had taken place that night, 
together with the fact that the disturbance had 
caused no excitement in the family, gave Postina 
great cause for alarm. She lay in breathless anxiety 
until past midnight, when she heard the same 
persbns ascend from below, and take their de- 
parture. 

At an early hour the next morning Fostina entered 
the hall, whore she met Mrs. Cameron, and inquired 
into the mystery of the proceedings the evening j)re- 
vious. She informed her that report iiad long been 
current that the castle was haunted, and as s!ie had 
often heard the same disturbance during ^he night, 
she was confirmed in the beh'ef that it was so. 

Fostina could scarcely credit this intelligence, but 
made no farther inquiries upon the subject. 

The day passed heavily away, and Fostina observed 
that her friends were unusually silent. Toward 
evening, Mrs. Cameron entered the room where she wa^ 
sitting, and- asked if she would prefer a more retired 
room, where she could feel secure, if again they 
should be troubled with any supernatural visitations. 
She then ascended into a distant part of the castle, 
and entering a small room, told Postina not to give 
herself any uneasiness, as she thought she might rest 
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there without fear of being distiirbetL She then 
closed the door and descended the istairs,: leaving 
Fostioa alone in her apartment. i 

Alter retiring, die soon fell asleep, and lay for sev-- 
eral hours, until she was suddenly awakened by a ; 
repetition of th^ same noise which 3he hsA heard th^ 
eve^iing fHrevious. She listened, and v^ould hear tlie 
sound of persons traversing the haU ; ^U being naw 
farther distant, she wais unable to hear the oonver* < 
sation. • . . 

She listened attentively, as if to cs^eh the sounid 
of their vokes, when her attention waiS suddenly 
arrested by a fkint groan, seemingly not. far distant 
froiB where she lay. 

She now believed hetself lo be siurounded. with 
the spirits of the departed But not fearing any dan^ 
ger from this source, t^ . -^pain composed herself, and 
raising her head from i; e pillow, looked anxiously 
around the apeirtment, when, to her extreme horrot). 
she discovered a light issuing from a small opening 
in the ceilirig above ! - . , 

She made an effort to rise, that sibe might discover 
some cause for its fl|)pearanoe) when^ ta her gieat sur- 
prise, she heard the sound of footsteps in the apait- 
ment above, followed by a Idngt-suppressed groan ! 

Fostina remained mbti<»dess» and. could scareely 
realize tto loneliness of bar situation ; she arose, atnl 
after pacing the room for some time fai stlonoe, seated 
herself on the sofa, anxiously awaiting, tfae return 'X>f 
motniug. 

Nearly two hours had passed away in silence, and 
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Fostina rose from her seat and walked to the window ; 
she Skeyr back the shutter, snd discoYered that the 
morning had ftlready dawned. She feit relieved on 
its approach, and looking down &*om the window^ she 
saw Alrin, the servant, coming in die direction of 
the castle, and gently raising the wmdow, requested 
him to come immediately to her room. He hastily 
obeyed the summotts, and niet Fostina at the door. 
After informing' him^ what bad tdken place, she 
deso^nd^ with hiftf to the haN, where they met 
Mr. and Mrs. Cameron. 

Fostina kgain informed them what she had seen 
and heard during the night; 6n hearing which, thfey 
seemed greatly embarrassed, as if wishing to avoid 
any conversation to which the sabject inight lead. 

After breakfast was oter, Mri Can^eron gave orders 
to have the carriage brought to the do<Hr, saying that 
he was going to tbe village, and should not return 
until the following mornipg. In a few moments the 
servant appeanad with the carriage, and Mr. Cameron 
and his wife departed. 

As soon as they had left the castle, Fostina re- 
turned to the hall, followed by Alviu, who now 
seemed anxious to improve the opportunity of con- 
vening with hen She soon perceived this, and 
earnestly in^ired of him the cadse of the mysterious 
condsct of Iier fliieiids) wlEio,she believed, posa^sseki 
mtoe knowledge of the hduhted eastle tlian tbsy, 
were willing to disdose; 

Alvin remained silent for some time, and then 
rising from his seat, closed the doors, and approach- 
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ing^ Fostira, solicited a promise from her never to 
revtal any thing whkh be 8ho^td make known to 
her conoetviing the £BU»ily. i 

She answered him that she would never betray 
his confidence, and earnestly entreated him to tell 
her all he knew, , 

Then seating . btmself near Fostina, he unfolded 
to her the . mysteries of the haunted castle as fol*- 
lows : — 

He had been a servant in the family of Mr. Cam^ 
eron two years, and had resided iat the castle, where 
a band of robbers had nightly collected together for 
the purpose of dividing their booty, which they 
plundered frcwi the neighboring village. 

He then explained 4o her the cause of what she 
had seen aad heard jta the lipartment over which 
she had slept, stating that, about two months pre- 
viaus, a stranger, apparently an invalid, had been 
conveyiE^i theism iand confined in an upper room in 
the castle, in which he was ^tiU held prisoner. For 
what purpose he knew not, as he had never dared 
to inake any inquiries of the family, and had not 
been allowed to hold any conversation witli the 
prisoner. 

After hearing this intelligence from Alvin, Fostina 
agreed with him to seek an interview with the 
stranger, and arrange some plan to assist his escape. 
They then left the hall and* ascended together a 
winding staircase, which led to the apartment occu- 
pied by the prisoner. On arriving at the door, they 
foimd it firmly secured by an iron bar, which Alvin, 
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after sereral attempCS) succeeded in removing. He 
ihea opened the door, and glancing into the room, 
beheid tUe prisoiier seated on a low seat, holding 
a book iu his hand as if engaged m reading. On 
the entrance of Alvin, he fixed his gaze sternly 
•iipon him without speaking. Al?in informed him 
that they were friends, and had come to set him' 
free, and turning round, he stepped back into the 
passage where he had left Postina, when, to his 
great surprise, he beheld her lying senseless on 
the floor ! 

Another instant, the prisoner fushedto the spot, 
and clasping, the apparently lifeless form of Fos*- 
tina, he bore her to his apartment! > 

During this time, Alvin had' Demained motion* 
less, gazing with wonddr and surprise, utterly . 
confotuided hy these mysterkuis circumstances. In 
a few moments Fosdha recovered h^ seni^s, and 
opening her eyes, beheld the pafe. and ematiated 
countenance, of Lewis, Mortimer, who now clasped 
her to his boscont 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Discovery of the Pht — Eietipe frfHn' i%e Castle^ — Letcis 
Mortimer and Foitina retum- to the Vithkgt — *• They meet 
the two Brothers — Conclusion. 

Reader, behold now the plot of Rineldo Aubrey, 
who vamly sought to win the love of the beautiful 
Fostina, and finding that he had a successful rival, 
endeavored by his subtle plans to destroy his happi- 
ness. To execute his designs more fully to his pur- 
pose, he had intercepted the letters belonging to his 
cousin, from which he learned that Lewis Mortimer 
had been unfortunately taken ill on his pat>sage to 
California, and concluded to return to his native vil- 
lage as soon as he r^overed. After receiving 
this intelligence, he hastened on his^ journey to the 
place where Lewis was then confined by sickness, 
thinking an opportunity had now offered itself fojr 
him to secure his victim, until be had accomplished 
his purpose. 

ELaving arrived at the village, where, as it had 
been stated in the letter, Lewis bad been left by his 
friends, he ; called on the attending physician, and 
offered .him a large amount of money to detain him 
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a certain length of time ; and in order to do this, 
he must be conveyed to some place of coiifiue- 
ment. 

The physician agreed to the proposal, and gave 
orders to have his patient removed to the castle, 
as it was retired from the village, and he thought 
he would be more likely to recover. 

Rineldo, in the mean time, wishing to leave 
the impression upon ithe minds of his friends that 
Lewis was dead, accordingly had his death inserted 
in the public prints, which soon conveyed the sad 
intelligence to Postina, the result of which has 
already been made known to the reader. 



L 




View Etcajtt to tht ViiUge, 

After a mutual explanation had taken place be- 
tween Fostina and Lewis at the castle, they soon 
contrived plans to effect their escape, and wish- 
ing to make their way through the dense forest 
which surrounded them as sooii as possible, they 
directed their steps to a stream that bent its 
course along the forest side. Fortunately, they 
espied two men seated upon the opposite bank en- 
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gaged in fishing. Lewis, on seeing them, in- 
stantly gave ll|c signal for tbem to cross the water 
ia the boat that lay anchored near them. They 
cheerfully obeyed his call, and in a few moments 
Fostina and Lewis were safely landed upon the 
opposite shore. They then immediately took their 
way to the village inn, where, on the following 
morning, they entered the coach and started for 
their native village, Lewis being determined to 
se^k out his enemies, and take possession of the 
cottage. 

In a few weeks, they arrived at the village of 



S 



where, to, then: inexpres^ble joy, they 



learned that the brothers had returned -home soon 
after the sudden disappearance of their sister, who, 
as it had been reported by Mr. Aubrey, had fallen 
from the precipice in a fit of insanity, and been 
drowned. 

With hearts overflowing with joy, Fostina and 
Lewis now hastened to the cottage, where they 
met the long absent and oeloved brothers, who, 
after hearing from their sister the recital of her 
sufferings and adventures, returned their grateful 
thanks to Heaven for the deliverance of their 
friends. 

They now informed Lewis that, soon after leav- 
ing him at the village, they fell victims to the same 
disease, and fearing that to continue their voyage 
would be a sacrifice of life, they gave up the pur- 
suit of that, which they must lose so much to 
obtain, and with happy hearts and contented minds 
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